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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 50 (as of 18 March 2015) 

 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 4 and 18 March 2015. The next 

report will be issued on or around 2 April 2015. 

Highlights 

 At least 10 people were killed and several 
injured following an armed-group attack in the 
north-east, near the Chadian border. 
   

 The number of IDPs in Bangui continued to 
decline, but violence in several provinces 
caused new displacements. 
 

 High levels of food insecurity are expected to 
persist until the end of the lean season in 
August. 

 
 The UN Security Council concluded a two-day 

assessment trip to the CAR on 11 March. 
 

436,300 
IDPs in CAR, 
including 

 

49,113 
in 35 sites 
Bangui (as of 

4 March) 

11% 
 
Funding available 
US$68.2 million 
against the SRP 
2015 requirements 
of $613 million) 

4.6 
million 
Population 
of CAR 

2.7 
million 
People 
who need 
assistance 

 
 

 
  Sources: UNDSS, OCHA, CCCM and UNHCR                                                                                                  

 

Situation Overview   
The overall situation in CAR remained volatile. Criminal activities continued in Bangui, and armed groups clashed 
in areas of Mambéré Kadéï, Nana-Grébizi, Nana-Mambéré, Ouaka, Ouham,Ouham-Pendé, and Sangha-Mbaéré 
provinces. Insecurity on roads and in IDP camps remains a major constraint for relief organizations attempting to 
deliver adequate assistance. In Ouaka Province, the Central African Republic Population Movement Commission 
indicates some 5,000 new displacements (from 52,000 people at the end of February to 57,000 as of 12 March).  

At least 10 people, including two children, were killed and several others injured during an armed-group attack in 
Nganoundaye, a few kilometres from the Chadian border. Many residents fled the violence and sought refuge in 
the bush.  
 
There are reports of a slight increase of some 1,000 IDPs returning from displacement sites in Bangui to their 
districts of origin, not indicative of security improvements. The internal displacement figures declined in Bangui, but 
other areas continue to be affected by outbreaks of violence resulting in further displacements.  
 
All areas are expected to experience Crisis IPC 3 or higher levels of food insecurity through the end  
of the upcoming lean season in August. This is due to significant crop production shortfalls, premature depletion of 
household food stocks and destabilized household livelihoods, according to a February report released by the 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network. The report indicates that IDP populations in  
localized areas could experience Emergency IPC 4 level food insecurity. 
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UN Security Council members traveled to CAR from 10-12 March, marking the Council’s first visit to the country 
since the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in CAR (MINUSCA) began in September 2014. 
Security Council members met with Government officials, senior MINUSCA staff, religious leaders, the Senior 
Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. and members of the Humanitarian Country Team. The 15 members visited the Ben-
Zvi IDP site in Bangui, where they heard IDPs’ requests to start the disarmament process and to rehabilitate 
houses as a pre-condition for return.  
 
A new local radio station, provisionally called Radio Gbagbara, or “Bridge”, is reaching Bambari's fractured 
community, as the last radio station was destroyed in July 2014. The new station was funded through a grant of 
US$250,000 from the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF). It is one of the few stations set up to help communities 
overcome the challenges of rebuilding peace and social cohesion, and to allow humanitarian actors to effectively 
communicate with communities.  
 

Funding 
 
CAR - FUNDING: STRATEGIC  RESPONSE PLAN 2015 
          Total : $ 612.9 Million 

 

The number of people who need humanitarian assistance has increased from 2.5 million to 2.7 million over the past 
year. As of 17 March, international donors had committed $68.3 million, or 11 per cent of the $613 million 
requested in the 2015 CAR Humanitarian Response Plan. 
 

Humanitarian Response 

 Education 

Needs: 
 
 Temporary safe learning spaces (ETAPEs) with age-sensitive educational and 

recreational activities are needed for 60,000 children. 
 A total of 568,500 students have to return to school by the end of the 2014-2015 

school year. About 660,000 students were enrolled in schools before the crisis. 
 Vocational training is required for 2,000 youths by the end of this year. 
 A total of 250,000 people require school-feeding activities, particularly in provinces with a low return rate of 

students. 
  

Response: 
 
 Since the beginning of the 2014-2015 school year, 30,026 children, including 14,768 girls, have benefited from 

learning and protection activities in 124 ETAPEs in the capital Bangui, Batangafo (Ouham Province), Bimbo, 
Yaloké (Ombella Mpoko Province), Dékoa (Kemo Province), Kaga-Bandoro (Nana Gribizi Province), Bambari 
and  Grimari (Ouaka Province). The programmes include French and maths classes, recreational activities, life-
skills training and psychosocial support. 

 So far, 135 teachers and ETAPEs supervisors have participated in the revised Education in Emergencies 
training facilitated by members of the Ministry of Education. 

 Since the current school year began, 58,307 children have benefited from school-feeding programmes in 
Bangui and Kémo Province. 

551,000 
Vulnerable people targeted 
in 2015 with emergency 
education.  

Funded : 

 
$ 68.3 Million 

 

Unmet : 

 
$ 544.6 Million 
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Gaps and constraints: 
 
 Constant population movements and a volatile security situation due to ongoing fighting and violence in central 

and eastern provinces are hindering the provision of structured education, child-protection activities and the 
timely delivery and distribution of school supplies. 

 Following the recent security incidents in PK5 (5th district in Bangui), teachers fled their posts. There is a risk 
that reopened schools in the neighbourhood will close again.  
 

Emergency Telecommunications 

 
Response: 
 

 From 5 to 10 March, a mission to Bouar was undertaken to upgrade the security telecommunications network 
and conduct preventive maintenance on the existing network. The NGO community now has a dedicated VHF 
channel.  

 From 5 to 10 March, a mission to Bossangoa was undertaken to support INSO with a VSAT installation and 
upgrade the data communication infrastructure at the UN common compound. The VSAT installation at INSO 
was not fully completed due to the late delivery of the equipment on site. After-hours Internet access is now 
available at the UN guest house.  

 From 13 to 17 March, a mission to Kaga Bandoro was undertaken to upgrade the data communication 
infrastructure and provide IT users with support at the UN common compound.  

 Maintenance and deployment missions in Bangui and Bossangoa are being scheduled. Tentative dates are 
from 16 to 24 March.  

 All ETC information is available at: http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-
republic  

 
Gaps and constraints:   

 Outside Bangui, the lack of radio operators and the security situation are hampering the fulfillment of the C-
MOSS requirements for COMCENs. Planned recruitments have been delayed due to funding constraints. 

 

 Food Security  

 
Needs: 

 According to the November 2014 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC), an estimated 1.5 million people are in humanitarian phase (Crisis and 
Emergency phases), of whom 1.3 million are in the rural areas and 209,978 in 
Bangui.  

 Due to widespread insecurity, looting and slaughtering, crop production in 2014 is 58 per cent lower than the 
pre-crisis average, livestock numbers have declined by up to 77 per cent and the fish supply by about 40 per 
cent. Food reserves in rural areas are 40 to 50 per cent lower than average, and 264,000 crisis-affected 
households (farmers, returnees and host families) require immediate assistance. 

 Life-saving assistance to severely food insecure people will be key in the coming months to support 
households prior to the lean season (starting in March).  

 Support to boost agriculture and emergency food production (gardening, small livestock rearing and fish 
farming) will be critical to save livelihoods and reduce vulnerable families’ dependency on humanitarian aid.  

Response: 

 From 1 to 15 March, WFP and its partners distributed 1,200 mt of food to 88,500 people. 
 A market survey to identify traders for the voucher pilot is finalized in Yaloke. The pilot is due to start on 18 

March.  
 Planning of the upcoming main planting season in April is ongoing through coordination between FAO, WFP 

and Food Security Cluster partners. However, current available funds will not cover all needs. FAO secured 
funding to assist 86,400 households through 27 NGO partners, but there is a gap of more than 63,000 to reach 
the target of 150,000 households. 

 WFP will meet partners for a prioritization session to discuss and map out areas for intervention under the 
seeds protection programme. 

1.2 million 
Vulnerable people 
targeted in 2015 

http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic
http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic
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Gaps and constraints:  

 Insecurity along the roads and at distribution sites continues to represent the main constraints. In particular, 
looting of trucks along key routes has posed a significant problem in 2015.  

 To buy seeds and tools in time for the next planting season in April, FAO urgently needs $6.2 million to 
respond to the needs identified by NGOs in priority areas identified by the IPC. 
 
 

Logistics 

 
Response: 
 

 The cluster is discussing possible solutions to cargo escorts, fuel routing problems, common storage, various 
rehabilitations and information sharing.  

 Several market surveys and evaluations are under way for public works companies in the country, river 
transport to potentially make field evaluations to update the Logistics Capacity Assessment, and spare parts for 
fleet management.  

 A joint rehabilitation project with ACTED is under way, as well as rehabilitation of bridges.  
 Updated information on UNHAS flights has been posted on the Logistics Cluster website: 

http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a    

 
Gaps and constraints:  
 

 Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads are hampering the humanitarian logistics chain.  

 Access to national service providers remains an issue in Bangui and the provinces. 
 

 

 Nutrition   

Needs:  
 
 Some 32,348 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2015, and 

78,335 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These numbers 
could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, food insecurity, 
deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services). 

 About 22,700 children suffering from SAM and 47,000 children suffering from MAM are targeted for treatment 
in 2015.  

Response: 
 
 Since 1 January 2015, 2,523 children have been admitted for SAM treatment across the country. This 

represents 11 per cent of the SRP target of 22,700 children suffering from SAM. Overall performance indicators 
of case management remain within global standards with an average recovery rate of 86.04 per cent (>=75 per 
cent) and death rate of 1.00 per cent (<10 per cent). However, the default rate remains slightly high 12.96 per 
cent (standard < 15 per cent ) especially for areas still affected by insecurity and population displacements.  

 Since 1 January 2015, 8,833 new beneficiaries have been admitted in WFP’s nutrition programme, 
including 2,346 children aged between 6 and 59 months and 4,787 PLW, 680 malnourished people living with 
HIV under ARV treatment, 1,020 caregivers of severe acute malnourished people in health facilities. To prevent 
spikes in malnutrition, WFP provides a large-scale integrated general food distribution and blanket feeding 
intervention. WFP distributes nutritious Plumpy’Sup to one child under age 5 per household.  

 The NGO ACF screened 317 children aged between 6 and 59 months in Notre Dame de Chartres IDPs site 
(Bangui) on 16 March. Findings revealed six MAM cases and two SAM cases. 

 A World Vision project targeting the treatment of malnourished children in Yaloke sous-prefecture in Ombella 
Mpoko prefecture has been approved for CHF funding. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 

119,000  
Vulnerable people 
targeted with nutrition 
services in 2015 

http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a
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 Coverage of community-based management of acute malnutrition services outside of Bangui remains low due 
to security constraints and destroyed health facilities. 

 The integration of acute nutrition management into the national health system needs to be strengthened. 
 There is a gap in the provision of activities to support appropriate infant and young-child feeding. 

 

General Coordination 
 

On 13 March, OCHA facilitated a workshop for the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG). The objectives were to 
identify the ICCG’s strengths and weaknesses and to clarify how key links with other coordination bodies, such as 
the Humanitarian Country Team and Information Management Working Group, could be strengthened. The 
findings will produce the ICCG work plan for this year.  
 
According to an OCHA-World Vision assessment conducted on 3 March, 44 members of an ethnic community 
targeted by violence have been sheltering in the bush around Lambi, Ombella Mpoko Province, about 200 km from 
the capital, for over a year. The group has received no humanitarian assistance. Findings revealed key needs, 
including emergency assistance in NFI, food, water and sanitation, health, protection and education. 
 
From 11 – 13 March, humanitarian partners embarked on a joint mission to assess conditions for the resumption of 
humanitarian operations in Mbres. This mission was the first in the area since violence erupted in December 2014 
forcing thousands of people to flee. The mission found 10 deserted villages  and some 2,000 displaced people in 
host families or in the bush. It also found a lack of State authority, and basic State services closed for the last three 
months, including schools and health centres.   
 
Following the Government’s announcement of the closure of the Bangui M’poko IDP site on 14 January, the Danish 
Refugee Council and PU-AMI conducted a registration operation in coordination with the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Humanitarian Action (MSAHA). The data recorded from 4,319 households (18,363 people) shows 55 per cent 
of IDPs wish to return to their home area and 42 per cent to other areas when security allows.  
 
On 8 March, humanitarian actors celebrated International Women’s Day, broadcasting a two-hour debate at the 
local radio station Ndeke Luka with the theme ‘Empowering women in CAR’. UNFPA and several women from civil-
society organizations were present. A photo exhibition was held by UNDP, FAO and OCHA.  
  
UNICEF organized a Children’s Forum from 12-13 March in Bangui to hear young people who will be presented at 
the forthcoming Bangui Forum. Recommendations from children from nine provinces included a call to restore 
peace, security and the justice system; foster reconciliation; and restore schools, libraries and hospitals. The crisis 
was characterized by armed groups’ recruitment or use of between 8,000 and 10,000 children and serious 
violations of their rights.  

For further information, please contact: 

Francois Goemans, Head of Office, goemans@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 

Gemma Cortes, Head of Public Information Unit, cortesg@un.org, Tel: +236 70 08 75 65 

Gabriele De Gaudenzi, Desk Officer, OCHA NY, degaudenzi@un.org, Tel: +1-212-963-1993 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/car or reliefweb.int/country/caf 
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